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PBEFACS. 



Lithotrity and Lithotomy, and to draw an unbiassed 
parallel between these operations. I have not omitted 
anything that appeared to me essential to a perfect 
understanding of the important subjects which I have 
undertaken to discuss. To the works of Deschamps, 
Civiale, Wilson, and Crosse, I am indebted for many of 
the illustrations, which have been drawn and engraved 
with great skill by Mr. Gilks. 
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HISTORY OF LITHOTRITY. 31 

(Fig. 42), the rack-and-pinion instrument (Fig. 43), 
Charriere's last instrument, which likewise acts through 
a rack and pinion, but differs from the former in the 
shape of the handle (Fig. 44), and M. Civiale's (Figs. 
45, 46). 



38 THE PREPARATORY TREATMENT. 

A knowledge of these various points will be of great 
assistance to us in the operation which is subsequently 
to be performed. If we examine the practice of the 
most successful lithotritist of the present day — one who 
has performed more than 600 operations — ^we can hardly 
attribute his unexampled success to any other cause than 
the great attention he bestows on these preparatory 
arrangements. Some surgeons may exceed him in 
manual dexterity, but none bestow so much care on the 
medical and accessory points of each case ; and hence, 
I believe, the success of his practice. 



THE OPERATION. 45 

greatest attention. From three to eight days should 
elapse between each operation, to allow the fragments 
to pass away with the urine, and any irrifcition which 
the operation may have excited to subside. Such frag- 
ments of the calculus as are too large to come away 
with the urine must, of course, be treated as distinct 
calculi, and crushed separately. 



CAUSBS OF DEATH PftOM LITHOTOMY. 245 

velope the renal disease already existing. I confess that 
my mind is not quite made up on this difficult point. 
Some authorities boldly assert, that lithotrity is less 
dangerous than lithotomy, whenever disease of the kid- 
neys exists. I cannot go so far as this ; our safest 
course, perhaps, will be to consider, in the most care- 
ful manner, all the circumstances of the case, and 
then, according to these, select the operation which 
seems less likely to irritate the bladder. 
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